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Politics
Immigration reform including amnesty is top of the docket and will pass now; Obama must use pol cap to navigate conservative opposition and avoid piecemeal legislation

CSM 12/28 (http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2012/1228/Immigration-reform-Is-amnesty-a-possibility-now)

The momentum of President Obama's … amnesty is an open question.

Can’t win on natural gas

Politico 16 May 2012 (When it comes to natural gas, Obama can’t win, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0512/76402_Page2.html)

President Barack Obama talked up … us, that’s true on a bipartisan basis.”

Path to citizenship key to resolve budget shortfalls

Cynthia Tucker, The Philly Trib, 11/29 (… the costs of health care. 

That’s key to avert devastating final economic collapse and war

Robert Morley, The Trumpet Print, … within the next two years.”

CP
The United States Supreme Court should rule that restrictions on natural gas production in the Environmental Protection Agency’s New Source Performance Standards and National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Reviews are unenforceable on the grounds that it violates the tenth amendment.

Courts can effectively rule to invalidate restrictions on all forms of energy production

Simon 7 (Christopher A. Simon - Director, Master of Public Administration, Political Science Department, University of Utah, Professor, Political Science, “Alternative Energy: Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility”)

THE COURTS

The institutional power of the … in- terpretation and national policy priorities.

It’s competitive --- doesn’t reduce restrictions, just rules them unenforceable

Treanor & Sperling 93 William - Prof Law at Fordham. Gene - Deputy Assistant to President for Economic Policy. “PROSPECTIVE OVERRULING AND THE REVIVAL OF "UNCONSTITUTIONAL" STATUTES,” Columbia Law Review, Dec 93, lexis

Unlike the Supreme Court, several … the husband, the Court stated:

 Since we have declared the uniform court rule partially unconstitutional, it appears to be somewhat dubious that we have the right to reconsider this ruling in the instant case as counsel for the respondent judges urges us to do. For a rule of court, like a statute, has the force and effect of law and, when a law is stricken as void, it no longer has existence as law; the law cannot be resurrected thereafter by a judicial decree changing the final judgment of unconstitutionality to constitutionality as this would constitute a reenactment of the law by the Court - an assumption of legislative power not delegated to it by the Constitution. n52

 The Louisiana Court thus … offer a convincing rationale for nonrevival.

Warming
Methane leaks cause warming

Howarth et al 11 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Methane and the greenhouse-gas footprint of natural gas from shale formations,” Climatic Change (2011) 106:679–690, 4/12/11) http://www.springerlink.com/content/e384226wr4160653/fulltext.pdf

Abstract We evaluate the greenhouse … gas compared to conventional gas.

methane pushes us over short term climate tipping points

Howarth et al 12 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Venting and leaking of methane from shale gas,”, Climatic Change, 2012, vol. 113, issue 2, pages 537-549, 1/10/12) http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/NaturalGasDev/Documents/PDFs/Howarth%20et%20al.%202012%20--%20Climatic%20Change.pdf

4 Time frame and global … systems would be even greater.

EPA regs solve

Howarth et al 11 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Methane and the greenhouse-gas footprint of natural gas from shale formations,” Climatic Change (2011) 106:679–690, 4/12/11) http://www.springerlink.com/content/e384226wr4160653/fulltext.pdf

 7 Can methane emissions be … due to stricter state regulations. 

Extinction

Flournoy 11 – (Dec. 2011, citing Feng Hsu, PhD in Engingeering Science, NASA scientist at Goddard Space Flight Center, former research fellow of Brookhaven National Laboratory in the fields of risk assessment, risk-based decision making, safety & reliability and mission assurances for nuclear power, space launch, energy infrastructure and other social and engineering systems, Don Flournoy, PhD, University of Texas, Project Manager for University/Industry Experiments for the NASA ACTS Satellite, Professor of Telecommunications, Scripps College of Communications, Ohio University, "Solar Power Satellites," January, Springer Briefs in Space Development, p. 10-1)

In the Online Journal of … to take any chances” (Hsu 2010 ) . 
Climate DA
EPA regulation are key to confidence in US climate pledges

Sergio Abranches of Ecopolity, 1/5/2011, "The … when coupled with targeted incentives.
Lack of confidence kills the talks

Colman 12 – (7/12/12, quoting Michael Levi, PhD in war studies from Queens University, David M. Rubenstein senior fellow for energy and environment at the Council on Foreign Relations, director of the CFRs program on energy security and climate change and project director for the Council-sponsored Independent Task Force on global warming, Zach, E2, The Hill’s energy blog, “Natural-gas boom could isolate US on climate change,” http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/237601-natural-gas-boom-could-hurt-us-climate-change-efforts)

The domestic national-gas boom … climate benefits of the fuel.

Climate change has garnered more attention in recent weeks as abnormal weather — including droughts, fires, windstorms and record temperatures — sweeps the country. Department of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano last week said there could be a link between the extreme weather and climate change.

The expansion of natural gas … policy in place,” Levi said. 

Continued US participation in climate talks is key to US-EU relations EVEN IF no agreement is reached – the brink is now.

Legge 11 – (11/29/11, Thomas, senior program officer for the German Marshall Fund’s Climate & Energy Program, formerly worked on environmental policy for Chatham House (the Royal Institute of International Affairs) in London; the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels, Belgium; and Comhar – Sustainable Development Council, an advisory body to the Irish Government, “Using Durban to Bridge the Transatlantic Climate Divide,” http://blog.gmfus.org/2011/11/29/using-durban-to-bridge-the-transatlantic-climate-divide/)

While the United States may … be superfluous to this end.

US EU relations solve global nuclear war and accidents

Hamilton and Burwell 09 – (2009, Daniel, PhD in American foreign policy from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, Executive Director of the Center for Transatlantic Relations; Executive Director of the American Consortium on EU Studies; Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation Research Professor, and Frances, PhD in Government and Politics from UMD, Atlantic Council vice president, and director of the Program on Transatlantic Relations at the Atlantic Council, former executive director of the Center for International and Security Studies at the University of Maryland, “Shoulder to Shoulder: Forging a Strategic U.S.-EU Partnership,” http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/wcm/connect/30ce96004082f3dab155bf5e01ac4adf/shoulder_to_shoulder_strategic_US_UE_partnership.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=30ce96004082f3dab155bf5e01ac4adf)

The world that created the … that move freely across borders. 

Solvency
Regulations don’t hurt natural gas

Heidorn 6/19 – (2012, citing a comprehensive Bloomberg Government report, Rich, Team Leader, Energy industry analysts at Bloomberg Bgov, MBA from Temple University, “Fracking Emissions Rules: Re-estimating the Costs,” http://about.bgov.com/2012/07/19/fracking-emissions-rules-re-estimating-the-costs/)

The Environmental Protection Agency on … $4 per thousand cubic feet (mcf).

Their claims are empirically disproven – regulations have already been imposed and lead to MORE PROFITS

Doniger 12 – (4/18/12, David, JD, policy director of NRDC's climate center, “Leading Companies Already Meet EPA's "Fracking" Air Pollution Standards,” http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/ddoniger/leading_companies_already_meet.html)

NRDC documented the savings available … expanded to meet the demand. 

Industry agrees – API doesn’t reflect industry consensus

Efstathiou 12 – (4/17/12, Jim, Bloomberg Businessweek, “Drillers Say Costs Manageable From Pending Gas Emissions Rule,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-17/drillers-say-costs-manageable-from-pending-gas-emissions-rule.html)

An Obama administration plan to … the lowest level in a decade.

Repealing the regulations is worse – causes fracklash

Tullis 12 – (4/18/12, Paul, Bloomberg Businessweek contributor, “New EPA Rules Could Prevent 'Fracking' Backlash,” http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-04-18/new-epa-rules-could-prevent-fracking-backlash)

The Environmental Protection Agency on … the advantage of less C02.

Natural gas, which is about 80 percent methane, leaks into the atmosphere when it’s extracted, transported, stored, distributed, and processed. Most of the leakage occurs where it’s taken from the ground, and how much gets out at that stage may be greater than previously thought. If the leak rate is high enough, the global warming advantage over coal may be lost. A 2011 Cornell study determined suggested that was already the case; the study was the target of much criticism (pdf), though, for assuming high rates of methane leakage.

Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [NOAA], which conducts much of the government’s climate science, then surprised nearly everyone in February when they revealed that air samples from an area of Colorado with a lot of fracking wells contained twice the amount of methane the EPA estimated came from that production method. NOAA’s finding was closer to Cornell’s numbers.

A split has emerged between … regulations is in their interest.”

Local backlash kills fracking

McLendon 12 – (5/29/12, citing a report by the International Energy Association, and Fatih Birol, chief economist for the International Energy Agency, Russell, “IEA: Pollution threatens 'golden age of gas',” http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/energy/blogs/iea-pollution-threatens-golden-age-of-gas)

"The technology and the … by investing in better practices.

Russia
Europe moving away from Russia now – EU investigation

Peiser 12 (Dr. Benny Peiser, “Gazprom vs. the … old,” he added.—Reuters, 12 September 2012 

No impact to NATO collapse – limited influence or deterrence 

Haass 11 president of the Council on Foreign Relations and former director of policy and planning at the State Department (Richard B, “Why Europe no longer matters”, http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/why-europe-no-longer-matters/2011/06/15/AG7eCCZH_story.html)

When Defense Secretary Robert Gates … fading in many European nations. 

Don’t evaluate their terrorism impact—… combined probability is insanely low

Schneidmiller 9 (Chris, Experts Debate Threat of Nuclear, Biological Terrorism, 13 January 2009, http://www.globalsecuritynewswire.org/gsn/nw_20090113_7105.php, AMiles)

There is an "almost vanishingly … one that has been stolen. 

Don’t kill Gazprom - china

Levine ‘12

Steve LeVine, E&E reporter, EnergyWire: Thursday, May 31, 2012, With U.S. energy sources on rise, Russia and China renew fuel talks http://eenews.net/public/energywire/2012/05/31/1, jj

Facing the threat of an … in much-needed gas revenue.

No impact or spillover—no broader environmental harm or domino effect.  Low resilience claims are false

Ridder 2008 – PhD, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania (Ben, Biodiversity And Conservation, 17.4, “Questioning the ecosystem services argument for biodiversity conservation”) *ES = environmental services

The low resilience assumption

Advocates of the conservation of … the more pessimistic environmental authors.

The popularity of the low resilience assumption is in part explained by the increased rhetorical force of arguments that highlight connections between the conservation of biodiversity, human survival and economic profit. However, it needs to be acknowledged by those who employ this approach that a number of negative implications are associated with any use of economic arguments to justify the conservation of biodiversity.

Manufacturing
Manufacturing jobs are returning to the US – offshoring is out

Fishman 12 (Charles, “The Insourcing Boom,” December 2012, http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/12/the-insourcing-boom/309166/?single_page=true)

Yet this year, something curious … in the years to come.

Chemical industry growth is unsustainable – three reasons  (Overcapacity, competition, eurozone)

Shannon et al 12 (Mike, Global and US leader of KPMG's Chemicals and Performance Technologies Practice, "The future of the US Chemical Industry," www.kpmg.com/global/en/issuesandinsights/articlespublications/reaction/pages/the-future-of-the-us-chemical-industry.aspx)

The growth dilemma¶ However, there … as far afield as Asia.
Aerospace is doing awesome – overcoming obstacles

Money News 12-5 ("US Aerospace Industry Poised for 10th Straight Growth Year," www.moneynews.com/Economy/US-Aerospace-Industry-Growth/2012/12/05/id/466656)

U.S. aerospace and arms companies … despite the obstacles," she said.

Cyber-terrorism is literally impossible.  This isn’t WarGames

Green 2 – editor of The Washington Monthly (Joshua, 11/11, The Myth of Cyberterrorism, http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/features/2001/0211.green.html)

There's just one problem: There … , the Bush administration has balked.

Crushing BlackBerrys

When ordinary people imagine cyberterrorism, … planes are used as weapons.

This scenario is a strawperson – the paragraph immediately before their internal link says the impact is negligible

IHS 11 (IHS Global Insight - leading economic analysis and forecasting firm, December 2011, "The Economic and Employment Contributions of Shale Gas in the United States," anga.us/media/235626/shale-gas-economic-impact-dec-2011.pdf)

The small fraction that electricity … terms of profitability and competitiveness.

<Their card starts>

¶ Energy from electricity or natural gas makes up a higher proportion of the value of iron ore processed¶ ¶ from taconite in the Great Lakes region. Given that the price for iron ore is essentially a global price, domestic producers of iron ore pellets are benefitting from higher margins due to lower electricity and natural gas prices. With these incrementally higher margins, domestic iron ore pellet production is likely¶ ¶ higher than it would otherwise be. ¶ ¶ The steel industry is expected to be reactivated with the improvement of auto manufacturing and an increase in construction activity. Moreover, the development of shale gas has given a considerable boost¶ ¶ to the steel industry by increasing the demand for steel pipes. Used for drilling, production, transportation, and distribution, steel pipes are essential to the natural gas industry, and the large infrastructure¶ ¶ investments already announced could have quite a significant impact on the steel industry.

No domestic demand for steel

Elmquist 12-31 (Sonja, "Shale-gas revolution may revive US steel industry," Bloomberg News, www.inforum.com/event/article/id/384960/group/Business/)

¶ At the same time, … post a fourth consecutive annual loss.

No risk of decline – we’re far too strong

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan,  senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email
The answer is no. Let’s start … every region of the world.

By these military and economic measures, at least, the United States today is not remotely like Britain circa 1900, when that empire’s relative decline began to become apparent. It is more like Britain circa 1870, when the empire was at the height of its power. It is possible to imagine a time when this might no longer be the case, but that moment has not yet arrived.
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Solvency

EPA delayed implementation

Gardner and Rascoe 12 – (4/15/12, Timothy and Ayesha, “Fracking rules let drillers flare till 2015,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/18/us-usa-fracking-emissions-idUSBRE83H0UH20120418)

U.S. environment regulators said Wednesday … the savings harder to achieve.

That solves

Efstathiou 12 – (4/17/12, Jim, Bloomberg Businessweek, “Drillers Say Costs Manageable From Pending Gas Emissions Rule,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-17/drillers-say-costs-manageable-from-pending-gas-emissions-rule.html)

Three Years

The rule would take effect … be manageable for the industry.”

Your authors agrees

Gardner and Rascoe 12 – (4/15/12, Timothy and Ayesha, “Fracking rules let drillers flare till 2015,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/18/us-usa-fracking-emissions-idUSBRE83H0UH20120418)

Still, environmentalists said flaring methane … is not yet readily available.

Non API members love it

Efstathiou 12 – (4/17/12, Jim, Bloomberg Businessweek, “Drillers Say Costs Manageable From Pending Gas Emissions Rule,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-17/drillers-say-costs-manageable-from-pending-gas-emissions-rule.html)

In the past five years, … rule is very cost effective.”

Government support for nat gas is inevitable

Tyler 12 – (5/30/12, Blake, Research Analyst at Argopoint LLC, Energy Contributor at Seeking Alpha, “Washington Wants Natural Gas: The Inevitability Of Favorable Legislation,” http://seekingalpha.com/article/625271-washington-wants-natural-gas-the-inevitability-of-favorable-legislation)

The inclusion of natural gas … within the American energy grid.

Even people with financial ties to the industry think this is true – the alternative is the death of the industry

Romm 11 – (11/11/11, Joe, Fellow at American Progress and is the editor of Climate Progress, “Despite Industry Ties, DOE Fracking Panel Warns of “A Real Risk of Serious Environmental Consequences” Absent Regulation,” http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2011/11/11/367030/doe-fracking-panel-serious-environmental-consequences/)

It is the Subcommittee’s judgment … (SEAB) on Shale Gas Production.

It’s a bit surprising since “six of the seven members have current financial ties to the natural gas and oil industry.”  It just shows how inescapable the dangers are when looked at by serious people.

Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, pumps water, sand and chemicals underneath shale formations to force out trapped gas. It allows companies to access massive reserves of gas that were formerly unreachable. But drilling operations leak large amounts of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, and are associated with a host of problems including groundwater contamination and even earthquakes — see Shale Shocked: “Highly Probable” Fracking Caused U.K. Earthquakes, and It’s Linked to Oklahoma Temblors.

And fracking is poised to … methane as quickly as practicable.

Fracking emissions regulations key to avoid public backlash

Kusnetz 11 – (11/10/11, Nicholas, Pro Publica, “Energy Dept. Panel Warns of Environmental Toll of Current Gas Drilling Practices,” http://www.propublica.org/article/energy-dept.-panel-warns-of-environmental-toll-of-current-gas-drilling-prac

A federal energy panel issued a … in a draft report released today.

The seven-member committee, appointed in January by Energy Secretary Steven Chu, provides a way for the Obama administration to weigh in on gas drilling, which is primarily overseen by state regulatory agencies.

In August, the panel issued a … , a crucial step toward improving controls.

Environmental opposition derails natural gas development

IEA 12 – (5/29/12, International Energy Association, lots of really good economists, “Golden Rules for a Golden Age of Gas,” http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/media/weowebsite/2012/goldenrules/WEO2012_GoldenRulesReport.pdf)

• The Golden Rules Case … , require strong additional policy action.

Climate DA

EU relations access every terminal impact, decline makes extinction inevitable.
Daalder and Goldgeier 2001 – *senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, **associate professor of political science at George Washington University (Ivo H. Daalder, and James M. Goldgeier, Spring 2001, Survival, vol. 43, no. 1)

The Bush administration enters office … – not NATO or Russia – first.

Nope – they’re too pessimistic

Evan Juska, Head of U.S. Policy, … may end up being right.
Reducing EPA regulations kills commitment to international climate negotiations

Sergio Abranches of Ecopolity, 1/5/2011, "The … on what happens in the U.S.

EPA regulation key to leverage in negotiations

Samuelsohn and Bravender 09, Darren Samuelsohn … more stringent regulations, Bookbinder said.
Natural gas isolates us from allies

Zack Colman, E2 Wire, The … international climate talks, Levi said. 
Case
Manufacturing not key to the economy

Wessel 12 (David Wessel, economics editor of The Wall Street, “Manufacturing Industry Gained Momentum In 2011,” 1-19-12, http://www.npr.org/2012/01/19/145437593/are-more-u-s-manufacturing-jobs-being-created) 

WESSEL: Well, that's a good question. … to solve our unemployment problem.

Alt cause – trade manipulation

Gibson – their author – 11 – Thomas J. Gibson received his law degree from Georgetown University where he graduated magna cum laude. He holds a Master of Marine Affairs degree from the University of Rhode Island and a B.S. in Naval Architecture from the United States Naval Academy. Gibson served as Senior Vice President of Advocacy for the American Chemistry Council. Previously, Gibson served as the Senior Vice President, Government Affairs for the Portland Cement Association. Prior to joining PCA in 2004, Gibson served as Chief of Staff for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2011, "Profile of the American Iron and Steel Institute 2010-2011"www.steel.org/~/media/Files/AISI/About AISI/Profile Brochure F-singles_CX.pdf

Despite such strong performance by … domestic policies are pro-manufacturing.

Russia has abandoned aggression – they’ll be restrained and cooperative 

Sawczak 11 (Dr. Peter Sawczak, Adjunct Research Fellow at Monash University, “Obama’s Russia Policy: The Wages and Pitfalls of the Reset,” peer reviewed paper presented at the 10th Biennial Conference of the Australasian Association for Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Feb 3-4 2011, http://cais.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/Sawczak_Obama.pdf)

As a measure of their optimism, … leaders, or incited civil war. 
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No Asia war – no one will fight

Bitzinger and Desker ‘8 (senior fellow and dean of S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies respectively (Richard A. Bitzinger, Barry Desker, “Why East Asian War is Unlikely,” Survival, December 2008, http://pdfserve.informaworld.com-/678328_731200556_906256449.pdf)

The Asia-Pacific region can … – while not inconceivable – is unlikely. 

Science diplomacy fails – no evidence that it produces more cooperation – their explanations are backwards

Dickson ‘9 [David - Director, Science and Development Network, June 2: http://scidevnet.wordpress.com/category/new-frontiers-in-science-diplomacy-2009/]
 One of the frustrations … the political will is lacking. 

Warming

Irreversibility is the metric for weighing impacts

Sunstein 2007 Cass R.—Professor in the Department of Political Science and at the Law School of the University of Chicago (“Worst-Case Scenarios”, Harvard University Press)

Most worst-case scenarios appear … than would otherwise seem justified.

Outweighs nuclear war

NYET 2006

(The New York End Times is a non-partisan, non-religious, non-ideological, free news filter. We monitor world trends and events as they pertain to two vital threats - war and extinction. We use a proprietary methodology to quantify movements between the extremes of war and peace, harmony and extinction.

http://newyorkendtimes.com/extinctionscale.asp)

We rate Global Climate Change … to incorporate the dangers here . 

No nuclear winter

Cook 10 (Nigel B. PhD Computer Programming BA Physics. “The Effects of Nuclear Weapons” http://glasstone.blogspot.com/ (His blog, a tribute to Samuel Glasstone, pioneer in nuclear research, is dedicated to articles on nuclear weapons) 2/13/10)

A nuclear winter can't happen … the whole thing is a lie.  
Prefer this analysis - decadal time scales critical

Howarth et al 12 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Venting and leaking of methane from shale gas,”, Climatic Change, 2012, vol. 113, issue 2, pages 537-549, 1/10/12) http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/NaturalGasDev/Documents/PDFs/Howarth%20et%20al.%202012%20--%20Climatic%20Change.pdf

Abstract In April 2011, we published the first comprehensive analysis of greenhouse gas

(GHG) emissions from shale … fuel for the 21st Century.

We control the peer reviewed literature – their studies are based on really old data that underestimate methane

Howarth et al 11 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Methane and the greenhouse-gas footprint of natural gas from shale formations,” Climatic Change (2011) 106:679–690, 4/12/11) http://www.springerlink.com/content/e384226wr4160653/fulltext.pdf

 6 Shale gas versus other … shale-gas emissions are 3.6 to 7.9%.

Only direct … peer reviewed measurement goes neg

Shawb et al 12 (Karena Shawb,  University of Victoria, School of Environmental Studies, Eleanor Stephensona, University of Victoria, University of Oxford, Environmental Change Institute, Oxford University Centre for the Environment, and Alexander Doukasa, University of Oxford, Environmental Change Institute, Oxford University Centre for the Environment, “Greenwashing gas: Might a ‘transition fuel’ label legitimize carbon-intensive natural gas development?” Energy Policy Volume 46, July 2012, Pages 452–459) http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421512003102#

 The scientific discourse remains … higher lifecycle emissions for shalegas. 
Lessening EPA restrictions on methane magnifies the link – irreversible warming

Howarth et al 12 (Robert W. Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology & Environmental Biology at Cornell, Director of the Agriculture, Energy & the Environment Program, Renee Santoro, Renee Santoro, Research Aide Ecology & Evol. Bio, and Anthony Ingraffea, Dwight C. Baum Professorship in Engineering, “Venting and leaking of methane from shale gas,”, Climatic Change, 2012, vol. 113, issue 2, pages 537-549, 1/10/12) http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/NaturalGasDev/Documents/PDFs/Howarth%20et%20al.%202012%20--%20Climatic%20Change.pdf
We stress the importance of … is to reduce global warming.”


Bryce, senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, 7-17-12

(Robert, “Inside the strange world of 'green energy' politics and how it's ruining the US,” http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2012/07/17/inside-strange-world-green-energy-politics-and-how-it-ruining-us/, accessed 7-17-12, CMM)

The United States is leading … matter how fast the transition.”

Other disad solves – climate negotiations

Michael Jacobs of the Grantham … the major emitting countries' commitments.
Its still feasible to stop a 2C rise

Plumer 12 (Brady Plumer, Washington Post, “Is there still time left to avoid 2°C of global warming? Yes, but barely.” 11/30/12) http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/11/30/is-there-still-time-left-to-stop-global-warming-yes-but-only-barely/?wprss=rss_ezra-klein

But let’s say 2°C is the … point where it’s too late?
(See further reading here.)

Not necessarily. At least, that’s … global warming could stay below 2°C.

Various strategies for how to attain this goal can be found in a big new report from the U.N. Environmental Programme. Big cuts wouldn’t be easy or cheap: Nations would need to invest in everything from improving the energy-efficiency of buildings to limiting deforestation to scaling up renewable energy and nuclear power. These efforts would cost about 1 percent of global GDP, assuming that the investments are spread out evenly over time.

Speed turns out to be … sequestration, 1.5°C might even be attainable.)

its too late” is a faulty frame – reductions in emmissions make catastrophic change less likely

Bosetti et al 11 (Valentina Bosetti,  EuroMediterranean Center for Climate Change, Sergey Paltsevb Massachusetts Institute of Technology, John Reilly Massachusetts Institute of Technology,  Carlo Carraro University of Venice, CEPR, CESifo, Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei, and EuroMediterranean Center for Climate Change, “Climate Impacts and Policies. An Economic Assessment,” 9/16/11) http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2027881

 Emission pathways consistent with a “likely” chance of meeting the 2°C limit generally peak before

2020, have emission levels in 2020 … extreme levels of temperature increase. 

Even if it’s inevitable – reducing emissions stops impacts

Dye 12 (Lee Dye, ABC News, “It May Be Too Late to Stop Global Warming,” 10/26/12) http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/late-stop-global-warming/story?id=17557814#.ULWiWofoQUt

Two scientists who believe we … entire issue of global warming.

Climate Change risks catastrophe – non-linear processes

Hansen 8 (James Hansen, directs the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies,  adjunct professor in the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences at Columbia University, “Tell Barack Obama the Truth – The Whole Truth,” Nov/Dec 2008) http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/mailings/2008/20081121_Obama.pdf
Embers of election night elation … those who were most attuned. 
These processes risk extinction
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As horrifying as the scenario … concerning human extinction becomes moot.

Adaptation is preposterous – you can’t adapt to what’s coming
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Even to have a reasonable prospect … Brainless Frogs” live — for now.

Massive existential bio-d collapse – multiple il’s
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  Study finds “mass biodiversity … . The consequences could be catastrophic.”

Warming kills the biosphere – causes extinction 
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Advocacy about the health consequences … , therefore making many environments uninhabitable.
